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Introduction: 

AP Studio Art is a course designed to fulfill the portfolio requirements for AP Studio Art (AP 2-

D Art and Design or AP Drawing).  

There are currently two portions of this portfolio:  

1. Selected Works: 5 artworks highlighting skills and processes  

2. The Sustained Investigation: 15 artworks documenting an investigation into your own 

area(s) of interest. This is a process that encourages you to follow a cycle of planning, 

creation, reflection and then adaption, with the result of creating a body of artwork that 

has been uniquely fitted to your own ideas and vision. 

The summer assignments in this packet allow you to get a jump start on this work, with a focus 

on producing projects that can be used for the selected works section of your portfolio. 

The summer drawing assignments will be due on the second day of class this fall. 

 

 

 

Overview of Summer Assignments: 

1. Line drawing self-portrait using pen on paper 

1a. Drawing of a small object or pattern that can be repeated 

2. Still-life drawing of metallic/reflective kitchen items or tools 

3. Create a Mind Map & think about a Sustained Investigation 

4. A pair of artworks related to your Mind Map 

 

 

 



Presentation and Craftsmanship: 

It is possible that one or more of the summer assignments will be used as part of your AP 2D 

Art and Design portfolio either as a digital submission or physical submission (mailed) so with 

each of your assignments, consider your craftsmanship. 

With that in mind, I suggest using a ruler or straight edge and drawing a border around the 

inside edges of your paper. This border can be between ¼ of an inch to ½ inch.  

This border will have two purposes: 

1. Provide extra space around your drawing so there is 

room to put your work in a mat without cutting off the 

edges of your drawing 

2. Keep you aware of the edges of your composition – all 

work should be (figure A) cropped by the edge of a 

border or (figure B) fully inside the boundaries of the 

border without touch an edge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure A 

Figure B 



  

Summer Assignment #1 

Line Drawing Self-Portrait  

& A small drawing of an element that will be repeated  

This pen drawing will be photocopied and then transformed 

into a mixed media artwork next fall.  

The small object will be a repeated element. So, you can use 

something that creates a pattern such as paisley, a flower, a 

meander pattern (a Greek key pattern), a leaf, SpongeBob 

flowers ...the list is endless. 

Self Portrait: 

Try a few quick sketches first, 

and then create one finished 

self-portrait line drawing. 

1.  Use a mirror: use a mirror and include all the small linear details that you can find. Use a 

photograph only if you are doing a facial expression or pose that is hard to maintain while 

drawing. Take a photo exclusively for your drawing reference and DO NOT USE “school 

photos” or other photos not taken by you. 

2.  Fill the page with your drawing. 

3.  Use a pencil to start. Once you have finished your rendering, you may go back over it 

with a pen. If you do use a pen, wait a day or so before erasing pencil lines to be sure that the 

ink is dry. 

4.  Consider line weight: thick lines can be used for darker areas and shadows; lighter lines 

can be used for soft edges and textures. A single line can change from thin to thick depending 

on how you want to change the emphasis of the line. 

 

You will find guides for proportions and placement of facial features on the Summer 

Assignment Google Slideshow and Google classroom page. 

 

 

 



Summer Assignment #2 

Make it Look Shiny!  Drawing of Kitchen Objects or Tools 

The purpose of this assignment is to practice rendering highly reflective metallic objects. A 

reflective metallic object is essentially a mirror to its surroundings. However, this mirror is 

distorted because of the surface contours of the object. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To recreate a metallic surface in a drawing, you must be aware of what is being reflected in the surface of the 

object (for instance, the surrounding room) and create a high range of value contrast.  

This means there will be very light or white values next to very dark values, and unusual shapes and 

distortions across the surface of what you are drawing. 

As far as subject matter, this can be anything in your home that is highly reflective: for example, silverware, 

kitchen pots and pans, other kitchen tools, canned food containers without the labels, hardware/tools, keys, 

chain, or mechanical parts. Even a bathroom or kitchen faucet showing distortions in the metal. 

Metallic drawing instructions: 

• Use the smooth Bristol paper (it feels like posterboard) 

• Choose at least 3 highly reflective objects and create a still life arrangement of these items. And MAKE 

IT DYNAMIC AND INTERESTING! 

• Your drawing should be rendered in pencil, and can be either a cropped view, or a drawing containing 

the entire still life, or a combination of both. 

• Consider the background: the objects in the composition should be your focal point (a greater value 

contrast and larger in scale) but do not ignore or simplify the background (for example a line for the 

edge of a table). 

• Although you are arranging your own still life, you may find it easier to draw from a photograph of your 

still life than from the actual objects, especially if your lighting situation could possibly change (for 

example, you will be drawing in the daytime and at nighttime). I suggest a combination of both 

drawing from life and drawing from a photograph.  

• DO NOT DRAW FROM ONLINE SOURCES: This is copyright infringement and not acceptable in an AP 

course. 

  



Assignments 3 & 4: 

Create a Mind Map & think about a Sustained Investigation 

Then... 

Create a pair of artworks related to your Mind Map 

 

Thinking about a Sustained Investigation 

The second portion of the AP Art and Design portfolio consists of the Sustained Investigation  

The Sustained Investigation consists of “15 digital images of works of art and process 

documentation that demonstrate sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, 

and revision” (AP Art and Design Course and Exam Description, page 31). 

Essentially, this is 15 artworks that show a continued line of exploration. 

A Sustained Investigation is similar to a series of artworks, but the AP portfolio allows for the 

continuous adaptation and development of an idea, as opposed to simply creating 15 

variations on a theme.   

Through in-class critique and your sketchbook assignments, you can explore your idea: if the 

idea is interesting and engaging enough to keep you exploring and creating along the same 

theme, then use your practice and experimentation to adapt the imagery, materials, and 

techniques. If you decide that you want to adapt your subject through your investigations, 

then you may do that as well. 

 

Assignment 3: Create a Mind Map & think about a Sustained Investigation 

To help start you on the path of the topics and ideas you would like to explore for your 

Sustained Investigation, we are going to create a MIND MAP. 

This exercise will help you brainstorm different concepts, facets, influences, and views to lead 

you through your Sustained Investigation. What you explore during this exercise may not be 

the same topic that you ultimately end up using for your Sustained Investigation. 

A Mind Map is a visual brainstorm: using arrows, doodles, and stream-of-consciousness 

thoughts and words, you can explore possibilities related to a central idea. 

Where to start? Don’t overthink it! Start with something that you would be interested in 

drawing or painting and let the ideas flow.  

Add doodles and use colors. 

 



 

Assignment 4: Create a pair of artworks related to your Mind Map 

After you have created your Mind Map, find ideas on the page that are 

interesting and inspiring. Create two works of art related to those ideas. 

 

The Guidelines: 

• 2 related artworks 

• Use any 2-dimensional medium. For example, drawing (pencil, color pencil, 

pastel, charcoal, pen); watercolor or acrylic painting; collage; mixed media (a 

combination of two or more media such as collage and drawing). 

• Use a border (unless painting on a canvas) 

• 11 x 14 inches or smaller 

 

 

Grading Rubrics for Summer Assignments 

 

Assignment 1 Line Drawing Self-portrait & pen drawing of object /repeated element     (50 total points) 

____ /15 points              Line Complexity and Line Weight 

The lines demonstrate subtle details of the facial features observed in the self-portrait; lines follow and 

enhance the contours of surfaces; lines have been used to create value through line weight (thickness) and/or 

density (overlapping or layers of lines) 

____ /15 points             Composition 

Placement of the portrait/pose within the format of the paper; the composition fills the page; there is a focal 

point/ area(s) of emphasis created through line weight; all areas in the composition have been resolved; any 

empty areas appear as part of the positive or negative space and not as unfinished 

 ____ /10 points             Proportions 

Proportions of facial structure/anatomy; observation & rendering of details of the facial features 

 ____ /10 points             Craftsmanship  

Carefully rendered lines and details, attention to assignment instructions; use of border, any stray or 

unnecessary marks have been removed 

 

 



 

Assignment 2: Shiny Metallic Still-life  (100 total points)  

 

_____/30  Use of a Full Range of Value 

A full range of value has been used in the drawing to create the illusion of three-dimensional space and form, 

there is attention to the light and shadows and shading is used to suggest a light source; the shading used on 

objects is relative to their value; there are subtle shifts in value across surfaces to show subtle textures and 

surfaces; there are highly contrasted shifts in value to show reflective or metallic surfaces 

  

 _____/30  Composition 

The composition of the drawing is well balanced; the focal point is clear; the objects are carefully balanced 

within the boundaries of the paper, or placed in a dynamic way within the boundaries of the paper, or 

cropped in a dynamic way at the borders; it is evident that the placement of elements and the use of 

principles (textures, line, value, proportion, unity, movement) are thoughtfully considered while designing the 

composition; all areas in the composition have been resolved; any empty areas appear as part of the positive 

or negative space and not as unfinished 

  

_____/20  Complexity and Detail  

There are carefully resolved areas of detail and complexity throughout the drawing; the drawing demonstrates 

careful attention to small surface details in the objects; pencil marks follow the contours of the objects and/or 

are used to emphasized light, shadows, and forms 

  

_____/10  Craftsmanship  

The drawing demonstrates carefully resolved details; pencils are kept sharp to enhance the areas of detail; the 

negative space is free of unnecessary marks or smudges; the drawing does not look rushed  

 

_____/10  Creativity/Thoughtful Solution to the Assignment 

Creative or inventive choices of objects and/or the placement of those objects within the format of the paper; 

the objective of the assignment – shiny metallic objects – is solved in an interesting and unique manner 

 

 

 

 

 



Rubric for Summer Assignments 3 & 4: Create a Mind Map & think about a Sustained 

Investigation &  Create a pair of artworks related to your Mind Map    (200 total points) 
Assignment 3: Mind Map _____/30 Points 

• The page is thoroughly filled with ideas and concepts: there is clear evidence of time spent and thoughtful 

attention to details in the Mind Map (20 points) 

• Arrows and doodles are used throughout the Mind Map (5 points) 

• Color is used (5 points) 

Assignment 4: Each Artwork (85 points each = 170 points) 

For Black and White Drawings or Artwork:  

Use of a Full Range of Value_____/25 

A full range of value has been used in the artwork to create the illusion of three-dimensional space and form, there is 

attention to the light and shadows and shading is used to suggest a light source; the shading used on objects is relative 

to their value; there are subtle shifts in value across surfaces to show subtle textures and surfaces; there are highly 

contrasted shifts in value to show reflective or metallic surfaces.  

 

Or 

For Artwork in Color:  

Use of Color_____/25 

Use of a full range of values, tines, tones, shades, and mixtures of color as applicable to the artwork. This may include 

warm and cool variations color (for example, blues and purples compared to pinks and reds), use of tints/tones/shades, 

(for example light, medium, and dark mixtures of color and grayed color), low-intensity color (dull or shadowed) and 

high-intensity color (bright and vibrant) as needed for each individual artwork. 

Color is used to create a focal point or to accentuate a composition. Color is not too simplified. 

 

**** 

Composition _____/20 

The composition of the artwork is well balanced; the focal point is clear; the objects (or portraits) are carefully balanced 

within the boundaries of the paper, or placed in a dynamic way within the boundaries of the paper, or cropped in a 

dynamic way at the borders; it is evident that the placement of elements and the use of principles (textures, line, value, 

proportion, unity, movement) are thoughtfully considered while designing the composition; all areas in the composition 

have been resolved; any empty areas appear as part of the positive or negative space and not as unfinished 

 

Complexity and Detail _____/20 

There are carefully resolved areas of detail and complexity throughout the artwork; the artwork demonstrates careful 

attention to small surface details; pencil marks or brush strokes follow the contours of the objects and/or are used to 

emphasized light, shadows, and forms. 

 

Craftsmanship _____/10 

Artwork is carefully crafted, and the paper or canvas is not bent or torn. If applicable, the artwork demonstrates 

carefully resolved details; pencils are kept sharp to enhance the areas of detail; if the background is white/light, then the 

negative space is free of unnecessary marks or smudges. 

 

Creativity/Thoughtful Solution to the Assignment_____/10 

Creative or inventive choices of objects and/or the placement of those objects within the format of the paper; the 

objective of the assignment is solved in an interesting and unique manner 

 


